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From Oxford University Press: A Dictionary of American Proverbs before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Dictionary of American Proverbs:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great addition to any proverb library - all Meider books greatBy
CustomerHappy to have this book for my collection of proverbs and especially by Mieder.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. The proverb that was listed did not have all the ...By CustomerThe proverb that was listed
did not have all the versesto it. Thisiswhy | ordered in the first place to get the complete proverb. My stepfather


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195053990

recited this proverb every time one of the kids said | can't. | planned on giving it to my half sister for a Christmas
present.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very Educational AND Interesting!! By golden girl The
research that went into this book isincredible!! So entertaining to browse through if you are INTO sayings,
colloquialisms and catch phrases. | loveit that they identify the locale where these proverbs are used.

A Dictionary of American Proverbsisatreasury of more than 15,000 sayings, adages, and maxims commonly used in
popular speech in the United States and Canada. Asthe first major collection of proverbsin the English language
based on oral sources rather than written sources, it includes thousands of uniquely American proverbs that have never
before been recorded as well as many thousands of traditional sayings that have found their way into American speech
from classical, biblical, British, continental European, and American literature. This unparalleled collection will delight
the general reader as well as the specialist. Collected here are nuggets of popular wisdom on al aspects of American
life: weather, agriculture, geography, travel, money, business, food, neighbors, friends, manners, government, politics,
law, health, education, religion, music, song, and dance. Field work on the Dictionary was conducted over thirty years
under the direction of the Committee on Proverbial Sayings of the American Dialect Society and resulted in 15,000
records of proverbial texts which have been edited for this collection. The result is an invaluable reference for general
readers and students, as well as cultural historians, folklorists, linguists, anthropologists, sociologists, and scholars of
literature.

From Library Journal This scholarly work lists U.S. and Canadian proverbs al phabetically by key word, cross-
referencing for related proverbs. Although it draws strictly from oral sources, noting the recorded distribution, the
book also lists each proverb'sfirst citation in writing along with itsinclusion in other collections. Especially valuable
are the variants: " Absence makes the heart grow fonder" also has " Absence makes the heart wander" and five other
versions. Understandably, large sections are devoted to "man,” "money," and "woman." Thisis an excellent, well-
conceived document of afast-changing and perhaps dying segment of our language. Recommended for reference
sections.-Kitty Chen Dean, Nassau Coll., Garden City, N.Y.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. " Sets
new standards for understanding the oral tradition in America."--Library Journal"Thisis an excellent, well-conceived
document of afast-changing and perhaps dying segment of our language. Recommended for reference sections."--
Library Journal"A very interesting work. Certainly, it will be of greatest use to researchers of language and folklore,
but it lends itself to browsing as well."--RBB/Booklist" Should be added to all public and academic library collections
because of its unique sampling of spoken American proverbs."--Choice"Fills an especially vital need in word
study....A superb dictionary that should enhance the reference department of any general library. Recommended.”--
Reference Book " Stands as an exemplary and indispensable reference work, an enjoyable and revealing cross-section
of American 'folk wisdom'....Proverbs scholars throughout the world owe a debt of gratitude to its three editors, who
have succeeded in bringing this mammoth undertaking to fruition."--Proverbium"This is a mammoth, most
comprehensive collection and is required reading for scholars of literature, psychology, folklore, linguistics,
anthropology, and cultural history.”--Come-All-Y e'Amazing....Outstanding.... This is a mammoth work which offers a
variety of resources for students of literature, history, and rhetoric. It is avaluable text, carefully researched and
documented.”-- and ExpositorAbout the AuthorWolfgang Mieder is at University of Vermont. Stewart A. Kingsbury is
at Northern Michigan University.



