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20 of 22 people found the following review helpful. The DEFINITIVE guide to al things theoretical!!By Chris
Ranedo-Klein (crk@tinet.ie)l strongly reccomend this book to anyone working in the fields of cultural and
communications theory. The explanations are straightforward and accurate. The cross-referencing is exhaustive and

well laid out. Thefirst dictionary | ever read cover to cover!!!
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Thisis an authoritative and accessible guide to modern ideas in the broad interdisciplinary fields of cultural and
critical theory that have developed from interactions among different modern traditions of thought.

"Thoughtfully structured and containing an impressive array of generally well-written entries, this book will be a
welcome addition to the shelves of many reference collections.” (Reference s)From the Back CoverThisisan
authoritative and accessible guide to modern ideas in the broad interdisciplinary fields of cultural and critical theory
that have developed from interactions among different modern traditions of thought. All strands of theory are
represented in a volume that reflects the remarkable dissolution during the past 20 years of many of the traditional
boundaries separating disciplines of study. Work in these fields that appeared before the twentieth century is included
when it forms an important context for understanding later thinking. A special feature of the dictionary isthe inclusion
of anumber of speculative or polemical essays on selected key topics or authors. Entries include movements such as
deconstruction, the work of individual theorists such as Louis Althusser, Karl Marx, Raymond Williams, Simone de
Beauvoir, JuliaKristevaand VirginiaWoolf, and also important concepts. Invaluable to students and scholars in such
disciplines as literature, film studies, cultural studies, philosophy, history, theology, linguistics, politics, law, urban
studies, psychoanalysis, and women's studies. It is supported by an analytic index and a comprehensive
bibliography.About the AuthorMichael Payne is John P. Crozer, Professor of English at Bucknell University. Heis
general editor for Blackwell of the Bucknell Lecturesin Literary Theory and author of Reading Theory: An
Introduction to Lacan, Derrida, and Kristeva (Blackwell Publishers, 1993), his sequals to which, Reading French
Feminism and Reading knowledge, are forthcoming, asis his Renaissence Literature: An Anthology, in the Blackwell
Anthologies series.



