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Eric Partridge : A Dictionary of Historical Slang (Penguin reference books)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Dictionary of Historical Slang (Penguin reference books): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent topic. I was really excited about this purchaseBy 
JGL2010Excellent topic. I was really excited about this purchase. The only downside that even with my prescription 
reading glasses the print is so tiny I really have to struggle to read the dictionary.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Fabulous!By NHmom2threeSmall book with BIG information. Great book for writers.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. What you always wanted to know about historical slang...By 
lynnsantabarbaraGreat fun to read!

Nearly 50,000 entries recall the living speech of a world now largely lost. Often wry and flippant, occasionally "blue", 
and sometimes uproariously comical, they recapture the rich idiom of English life through the ages, bringing back to 
mind the vigour of Elizabethan phrase, the ribald language of dockside and pub, the richer coinages of messdeck and 
barrack, the euphemisms and witticisms of the Victorian drawing-room, and the irrepressible wit of errand boys and 
costermongers. The dictionary of slang and unconventional English was first published in 1937. Revised and enlarged 
editions appeared in 1938, 1949, 1951 and 1961. From the last of these, published in two volumes, this book has been 
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compiled.


