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Michael Ferber : A Dictionary of Literary Symbols  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised A Dictionary of Literary Symbols: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It's pricey, but worth it.By MJZI have wanted a book like this for a 
while and now that I'm getting ready to major in literature, I'm thankful to have found it. It's not quite as 
comprehensive as I hoped it would be, but what is included is thoroughly defined. I also like the authors cited page 
and bibliography in the back so I can do some more reading on some of the symbols. I think it's a bit pricey for what 
you get. It's not a thick book and as I stated, not as comprehensive as I thought, however, I have no doubt it will prove 
useful. I won't be surprised if this book shows up on a syllabus in one of my future classes. I also believe it will be a 
reference I will use in my own writing.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ReferenceBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521690544


Waycoldness907Bought for school and kept it as a reference2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. LitBy 
LiteratiDictionary has everything I need as a Lit Major/Professor and many pertinent entries and descriptions. Also has 
a beautiful cover.

This is the first dictionary of symbols to be based on literature, rather than 'universal' psychological archetypes or 
myths. It explains and illustrates the literary symbols that we all frequently encounter (such as swan, rose, moon, 
gold), and gives hundreds of cross-references and quotations. The dictionary concentrates on English literature, but its 
entries range widely from the Bible and classical authors to the twentieth century, taking in American and European 
literatures. For this new edition, Michael Ferber has included over twenty completely new entries (including bear, 
holly, sunflower and tower), and has added to many of the existing entries. Enlarged and enriched from the first 
edition, its informed style and rich references make this book an essential tool not only for literary and classical 
scholars, but for all students of literature.

'Unlike many other dictionaries, this one is well written and invites browsing. ... Essential for all libraries.' 
International of Biblical StudiesAbout the AuthorMichael Ferber is Professor of English at the University of New 
Hampshire. 


