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Richard T. Gray, Ruth V. Gross, Rolf J. Goebel, Clayton Koelb : A Franz Kafka Encyclopedia  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Franz Kafka Encyclopedia: 

Known for depicting alienation, frustration, and the victimization of the individual by impenetrable bureaucracies, 
Kafka's works have given rise to the term Kafkaesque. This encyclopedia details Kafka's life and writings. Included 
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are more than 800 alphabetically arranged entries on his works, characters, family members and acquaintances, 
themes, and other topics. Most of the entries cite works for further reading, and the Encyclopedia closes with a 
selected, general bibliography.

From BooklistFranz Kafka has had an enormous impact on modernist literature, and the legacy of his Kafkaesque 
writings prefigures the postmodern inability to penetrate meaning and absence of stable definitions. Here, more than 
800 entries offer insights into the works, characters, themes, family, friends, and acquaintances of the writer. The aim 
is to provide background information about Kafka's life and context, his style of writing, and the range of his 
involvement with the intellectual and cultural climate of his age. The encyclopedia's authors are all professors of 
German and have published extensively on interpreting and teaching Kafka.The heavily cross-referenced A-Z entries 
vary in length from a few sentences to about a page and are preceded by alphabetical and topical lists of entry 
headings as well as an alphabetical list of English titles and names, which alerts readers to the German-language 
names under which the works are entered. Allegory, Expressionism, Free indirect style, Hermeneutics, Orient, and 
Paradox, among other entries for literary concepts and motifs, provide evidence of the range, growth, and development 
of Kafka scholarship. Entries for Kafka's works detail the composition, publication, main plot elements and themes, 
and critical reception. The encyclopedia also covers works not published, including manuscripts and sketches in 
notebooks and diaries. Some entries, generally those regarding published works and literary themes, include further 
reading references. There is also an extensive selected bibliography. A Franz Kafka Encyclopedia is a well-put-
together reference work that should be useful for scholars and students. Recommended for academic and large public 
libraries. Joseph ThomasCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "Gray and his coauthors offer a 
wonderfully rich compendium of facts, opinions, explications, and exegeses that cover every conceivable aspect of 
Kafka's life and writings. Individual articles of varying lengths, by four of the world's leading Kafka scholars, explore 
in great detail the personages, plots, techniques, and impacts of Kafka's works, and also shed extensive light on his 
personality, mindset, and approach to the craft of writing. Many of the more substantial articles also provide brief 
Further Reading lists, most frequently in German or English; these add considerably to the book's research and 
teaching value. Alphabetical and classed lists of entries (with corresponding English key for terms in German) are also 
very useful features of this intelligently planned, beautifully executed reference work. An extensive and very up-to-
date bibliography of secondary works rounds out this encyclopedia, which is sturdily made and printed on NISO 
permanent paper standard stock. This indispensable volume will be useful for any library supporting programs in 
modern European literature, and also appropriate for most large public libraries that have collections of contemporary 
belles lettres. Highly recommended. Lower-level undergraduates through faculty/researchers." - Choice"In the absence 
of adequate reference tools about Kafka, this impressive but easy-to-navigate volume will be useful for students, 
specialists, and general readers. Highly recommended for all large collections, Kafka lovers, and specialists on the run; 
essential for serious literature collections." - Library Journal"[T]he authors of this work have provided an invaluable 
reference tool for those researching Kafka at all academic levels, and for those who enjoy reading Kafka There is a 
purpose and completeness in this impressive reference work that will make it an essential item on academic and public 
library shelves The four authors of this Encyclopedia have succeeded in providing a way of better understanding Kafa, 
his writings and his milieu, of sharing the writer's experience and of illuminating the inexplicable." - Reference s"The 
Kafka Encyclopedia is an extremely useful publication which should find a place in all libraries with a section for 
literature As a reference work it is ideal for dipping into or checking facts, plots, or other details. If it takes the place it 
deserves among works consulted by students, it will help to dispel some of the myths and canards which still crop up 
in their essays." - Modern Language "No literature collection should do without this invaluable reference source for 
students and scholars of Kafka." - German Studies "A Franz Kafka Encyclopedia is a 'must' reference for any college-
level collection including Kafka studies: over 800 alphabetically arranged entries cover his works, characters, themes, 
and times.[i]nvaluable to in-depth papers." - Midwest Book "Franz Kafka has had an enormous impact on modernist 
literature, and the legacy of his Kafkaresque writings prefigures the postmodern inability to penetrate meaning and 
absence of stable definitions. Here, more than 800 entries offer insights into the works, characters, themes, family, 
friends, and acquaintances of the writer. The aim is to provide background information about Kafka's life and context, 
his styly of writing, and the range of his involvement with the intellectual and cultural climate of his age.A Franz 
Kafka Encyclopedia is a well-put-together reference work that should be useful for scholars and students. 
Recommended for academic and large public libraries." - Booklist/Reference Books Bulletin"Because what else would 
you rather do on a sweltering summer day at the beach than get in touch with your inner feelings of paralytic 
claustrophobia." - The L MagazineAbout the AuthorRichard T. Gray is Byron W. and Alice L. Lockwood Professor in 
the Humanities at the University of Washington, where he teaches in the Department of Germanics. His previous 
books include Constructive Destruction (1987), Stations of the Divided Subject (1995), Approaches to Teaching 
Kafka's Short Fiction (1995), and About Face (2004).Ruth V. Gross is Head of the Department of Foreign Languages 
and Literatures and Professor of German at North Carolina State University. She is the author of PLAN and the 
Austrian Rebirth (1982), and the editor of Critical Essays on Franz Kafka (1990). She has twice been president of the 



Kafka Society of America and still sits on its Executive Board and on the Editorial Board of the Society's journal.Rolf 
J. Goebel is Professor of German at the University of Alabama, Huntsville, where he has been teaching German 
language and culture since 1982. His previous books include Kritik und Revision (1986), Constructing China (1997), 
and Benjamin heute (2001).Cayton Koelb is Guy B. Johnson Professor of German and Comparative Literature and 
Chair of the Department of Germanic Languages at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. His publications 
include Kafka's Rhetoric (1989) and numerous articles. He has served on the Executive Committee of the Kafka 
Society of America and the Editorial Board of its journal since 1988 and is a past president of the Society. 


