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The Scala Group : African Art: The Visual Encyclopedia of Art before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised African Art: The Visual Encyclopediaof Art:

0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerBought this for a class and only looked at it a
few times but the images are stunning

The art of sub-Saharan African has along history, athough it is difficult to reconstruct precisely because many works,
being made from wood and earth, have disappeared without trace, and archaeological excavations, which could enrich
out knowledge of the region, are still rare.Nonetheless, what has been preservediargely works from the past 150 years,
although there are some which date back even thousands of yearsis already substantial and provides evidence of a
great variety of artistic traditions, which can be traced back to broad historical and geographical areas and to ethnic or
tribal groups.Although they may vary from place to place, some elements seem to be recurrent and common to all
African artistic traditions. Statues are often figures of ancestors or deities and sacrifices are offered to them to maintain
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communication with the other world, between gods and humans, between the living and the dead. The fertility of
women and the fields is anather recurrent theme. In societies with no writing system, art offered material support for
the word, also facilitating the transmissions of traditions.While much attention is often paid to form, objects are amost
never created solely for pleasure. These works are not the expression of the artists free imagination nor are they
intended for the individual enjoyment of a collector. Far more ambitiously, their purposeis to contribute to the order
of the world, the well-being of the community, and to maintaining life.



